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‘But the angel said to them,  “Do not be afraid. [ bring you good
news that will cause great joy for all the people. Today in the
town of David a Savior has been born to you, he is the Messiah, the
Lord. ’

Luke 2:10-11
Dear Friends,

As we reflect once again on the Christmas story, I am
reminded how astonishingly tender God’ s hope is. Tt
does not arrive with fanfare or force, nor does it sweep
aside 1ife’ s difficulties with a grand gesture.
Instead, hope comes as a child—fragile, dependent, and|
yet carrying within Himself the fullness of God s
promise. In the birth of Jesus, heaven bends low to meet
us, and the world is quietly changed.

This year, perhaps more than others, I sense how deeply we need that
hope. For many, the months behind us have held uncertainty, grief,
or weariness. The news can feel heavy; our personal burdens can feel
heavier still. Yet the heart of Christmas is that God steps into all
of it—not after the storm has passed, but right in the middle of it.
The angels’ proclamation, “Do not be afraid,” 1is spoken into a
world that has every reason to tremble, and yet is invited to trust.

As we share carols, candlelight, and companionship, I pray that each
of us will know afresh the gentle courage that Christmas brings: the
courage to believe that God has not abandoned us; that light is
stronger than darkness; and that love still has the final word.
Christian hope is not wishful thinking, but a confident assurance
rooted in God’ s faithfulness. The Christ child in the manger is the
sign that God’ s promises hold firmyesterday, today, and forever.

And so we turn the page into a new year. January often feels like a
threshold: we look back with gratitude or relief, and look forward
with anticipation or uncertainty. The Church’ s year begins not with
fireworks but with a stable, reminding us that new beginnings are
seldom loud. They start small: a prayer whispered in faith, a quiet
act of generosity, a decision to forgive, a step towards
reconciliation, a renewed commitment to daily discipleship.

As worship communities in Wigan West, we too begin again. In the
coming weeks we will gather for worship, resume ministries paused
during Christmas, and discern together how God is calling us to grow
and care for one another as disciples of Jesus and to share God’ s
love with our wider communities in 2026. I encourage you to carry
the Christmas message with you into these days—not as a memory that
fades with the decorations, but as a sustaining truth for the
journey ahead. Christ is with us. Christ goes before us. Christ
renews us.

May this Christmas season fill your home with peace, your days with
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kindness, and your heart with the unshakeable hope that only Christ
can give. And may the new year bring fresh opportunities to grow in
faith, deepen our fellowship, and bear God’ s light into our
community.

With every blessing for Christmas and the New Year,
Revd Fran Humphry, Team Vicar and Hub Leader

I am not old, if I was cheese, I would be extra ma-
ture

That is a perfectly valid statement because like most men, I refuse
to accept that anything could possibly affect my physical abilities
I am as strong and virile as I always was. (Not very). If I say it
often enough and loud enough it will come true. (I wish).

Sadly, we all know that it isn’ t true. Because the stage after

‘extra mature’ is when things become rotten, and unfortunately, I
am rapidly reaching that stage in life. When we are young and fit,
we tend to volunteer for all sorts of things for the sole reason
that we are capable of doing the job in question and it rarely oc—
curs that the time may come when we are not so capable. Even mundane
jobs, ergo delivering church magazines. When I originally volun-—
teered to take on this job about thirty or so years ago, I did so
that the person who had done it before me, probably for many years,
could retire. When I started on the job there were quite a lot of
volunteers delivering many more magazines than we do now. The editor
at the time was Ron Hayhurst of blessed memory. Since then, I have
worked my way through John Benn and at least another three or four
editors, up to and including Paul and June.

However, time and tide wait for no man. The round that I do now in-—
cludes my original one of the roads off Enfield Street and Tunstall
Lane, Billinge Road and Edinburgh Drive areas, but has grown to in-
clude a small section of Little Lane and Bold Street, a single ad—
dress in Kitt Green, Pine View, Springpool and Pemberton Road as
well as several roads on the Winstanley estate. These additional re-—
sponsibilities coming as a result of illness and others with simply

‘taking their ball home issues’ . However, being quite serious now
I have decided at the approaching age of 82 years in January, that
it would be sensible to pull back a little from the frontline as the
ice season approaches. 0ld age brings certain problems, in my case
unsteadiness on my feet. I have quite often found myself lying on my
back on the floor having no idea how I found myself there. I know
that I should take more water with it, but believe me it can be
quite disconcerting and of course I could land awkwardly and break a
hip etc. Something that I was recently told had happened to dear old
Bert Stockley who is only five years older than me. This came to a
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head at the farm shop at Windy Arbour. I called after my Pemberton
Road deliveries to buy some fruit etc. I then left the shop and fell
over my own feet, ending up rolling on the wet floor outside the
door being totally unable to get up! The next person to leave the
shop was a lady who quickly went back inside returning with two
hefty gentlemen who kindly lifted me up and escorted a very embar—
rassed elderly person to his car and put him in it. I decided there
and then that that was the final straw. I am still quite happy to
sort out the magazines into delivery routes, but I will no longer
deliver them.

It is hardly a job requiring anything other than the ability to walk
without falling over. Over the years I have thoroughly enjoyed meet-—
ing lots of nice people and having many cups of tea and innumerable
biscuits and sadly I will miss that aspect. However, needs must!!
Please contact me if you can help me and of course your church.

Thank you

Thank you to all those who deliver church magazines in all weathers
around our parishes. Your dedication does not go un—noticed. Thank
you again.

If you feel you could help with this worth while cause please give
Lyn Starkie a call on: 01942 494715

Follow us on Facebook for up-to-date news and information
Wganvesttb [




ST JAMES LADIES’ FRIENDSHIP GROUP

As 2025 draws to a close already? How did that happen? This will be
my last attempt at a newsletter until next year.

We have enjoyed listening to some wonderful “home grown” speakers,
Rev. Alison Brown, Beryl Bowker, Gary Humphry, Dave Whitter, Dennis
Winstanley, and Kathleen Moran. Thank you to them for the giving of
their free time. Sorry if I missed anyone.

We also said goodbye sadly to one of our lovely long-standing
members, Jean Currey. We will never forget her gentle manner and
good humour despite having long standing health issues. Our
condolences to her husband David, who started to accompany her to
meetings and still comes along to share our company.

Jean Hogan has become our resident flower lady. Everyone has enjoyed
the floral crafts we have done together at Easter and Christmas.

We have ended our meetings on a bit of a hiccup. Sadly, the ladies
from Daffodils Dreams couldn’ t come along in October at the last
minute, but of course we managed to improvise and spent a lovely
evening of fellowship together. Joyce went through our “Members
Remembered” book, and we shared our special memories of the people
we knew.

Also, Beryl informed us that there was to be some building work
forthcoming at St Clement’ s, so we are unable to use the room for
approximately the next 3 months, throwing our plans into disarray.
We decided to ask if we could use the back of church -St James
Centre for now.

After speaking with our Reverend Alison, we agreed to move the time
of the meetings as she is the one who would have to stay behind to
lock up, plus Thursday is choir practice evening.

Our planned Christmas buffet is now to be held on Thursday, 4
December at 3 till 5 pm and the catering is being done by the
superstars Jo and Alison. Thank you so much to them

Moving into the new year, we are having no January meeting but are
hoping to resume in February. Watch this space as they say, when I
might possibly have some pictures to share!

May I take this opportunity to thank everyone for their ongoing
support over the last year and wish everyone a Happy Christmas and a
peaceful and Happy New Year!

Footnote: Congratulations to the newly married Mr. and Mrs. Laird!

Margaret xx



St Matthews Guides

On our return after the half term break, we made
wreaths using handprints and paper poppies to hang on
the pews in church on Remembrance Sunday.

We were intending having a small firework display with
S’ mores the following week, but the weather had other
ideas. We did, however, have still have the S’ mores which the
girls melted over tealights and sandwiched between chocolate
biscuits.

We are looking forward to Mrs Chris Webster coming in to decorate
canvas bags with the Guides. The girls have prepared designs which
they hope to copy onto the bags

The plans for the meetings up to Christmas cover more badge work and
some Christmas crafts finishing on our last night before the break
with a surprise night for the girls

We will recommence Guide meetings on Monday 12 January 2026. The
Guiders would like to thank all parents and friends for their
support over this last term and wish everyone a Happy Christmas and
good New Year.

The Guiders, Amy, Georgia, and Sheila

St. Matthew’ s 14™ Wigan Town Brownies

As we write we are still working on the two badges
which the girls chose to achieve. Here are a few
pictures to show their progress

At the November Remembrance Service Alice did us and

herself proud, taking part by dropping the poppies as

the names on the memorial boards were read out, well done! We have a
parliament week planned, followed by of course our Christmas
festivities. The Brownie Guiders



Highfield Friendship Group

Membership of our group remains remarkably steady numbering in the
early twenties, as it has been in the nine years since our
foundation. We lose a few each year to old age, but more
specifically to individuals moved into care homes by their
families, however, we then always seem to be asked to welcome
newcomers to take their place, which we are naturally delighted to
do of course. We are not automatically guaranteeing to be the
answer to everyone s prayers. We cannot claim to be everyone s
cup of tea. One elderly gentleman turned up a few weeks ago after
being recommended by a friend. He seemed to enjoy his afternoon
with us, but never returned. We never received any feedback as to
why, so there is little we can do to change, or rectify any faults
if we are not told what they are. If any!

Of course, we are not the only group catering for the more elderly
in Highfield. We meet on Wednesday afternoons and cater for both
sexes, however there is another admirable group who meet in the
Hall on Tuesday afternoons which caters for ladies only. In fact,
some of our members visit both groups. And why not! Our Group was
formed to cater for bereaved people. This second group has no such
limitations and as such caters for a slightly younger clientele and
goes down the ‘bingo’ route which our group does not. Both groups
go on day trips to places of interest and quite often go for lunch
to local pubs and restaurants, golf clubs etec.

Having said that my group are actively considering reducing the
number of coach trips more in favour of lunches out. Unfortunately,
the cost of hiring a coach is increasingly expensive as the years
go by. It is quite common to pay in excess of £550 for a few hours
away and when you have relatively small numbers going the cost per
head can be excessive unless we place a high cost on tickets, which
we do not wish to do.

One can have a couple of decent restaurant meals for a group
numbering in the low twenties for £550. It is also a major factor
that we have sufficient cars and drivers in our group to transport
all our members to the venue for next to nothing. Just a thought at
the moment, since it will be at least six months in any case before
we consider a coach trip, we need it to be warm. In any case we
have been blessed by funding for at least one coach per annum by
our local councillors from The Brighter Borough Fund since we
started operating and we mainly fund ourselves by collecting £2 per
week  ‘subs’

So, we could afford to pay for at least one meal per month with our
normal income and we will as always seek advice from our members
before making any decisions.

Dave Whitter



Highfield Cricket Club - a
message from our new Chairman

Firstly I would like to thank our
outgoing Chairman and my good
friend, Gary Speakman for his
incredible 21 years of leadership
at Highfield. Gary’ s passion,
energy, and vision have been the
heartbeat of this club for more
than two decades. I’ m grateful
for everything he’ s done to
strengthen Highfield CC and
excited to continue that journey
with the same spirit and
commitment.

As the new Chairman of Highfield
Cricket Club, I’ m both honoured
and delighted to take on this
role in such a special part of
our community.

Highfield CC has always been more
than a cricket club — it’ s a
place where friendships are made,
families gather, and the simple
joy of ecricket brings us all
together. This past season we ve
enjoyed great spirit across the
club, from our junior players

ollg & ¢lé 1A

taking their first wickets and
runs to the veterans still
showing us how it’ s done.

Looking ahead, we’ re keen to
build on that success -
supporting and developing our
youth cricket, maintaining our
lovely ground, and ensuring that
everyone 1in Highfield feels
welcome, whether you play, cheer,
or just enjoy a cup of tea at the
boundary. If you d like to get
involved in any way, we d love
to hear from you. Thank you to
all who give their time and
encouragement — your
keeps this club thriving.

support

Here’ s to
another season
of good
cricket, good
company, and
g r e a ¢t
community
spirit.

Mike Gregory,

Chairman -
Highfield Cricket Club
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Please pray for Ukraine.

Can you help with our Ukraine appeal?

Please donate cash or goods.
Call Vitalii on 07476 778083 to arrange delivery

or collection.
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December 2025 Services

ot her Tuesday dsurScn
.30pm until 5pm
SasahaMumphyhy @ dRevdr
me et i n &6Sstc hdaine erny
X1 AF =Eemx
3. 30pm, every u at
during the week i fl f
@
x;; eets every Wednesday |f
V Wellspring: *s& meadii’ and School
ll/ellsprmg
St St James St Paul @ Llighthouse
Matt hewd| WwithSt December December
December Thomas 7 Sunday 7 Sunday
4 December |9.00 Holy Communion|14.00 Family Worship
10.30 Holy Communiof 7 Sunday 10.30 Service of the Wag
7 Sunday 10.00 Service of the |16:00 Memorial Service|14 ~ Sunday
10.30 Holy Communior Word 10  Wednesday 14.00Family
14 Sunday 11 10.00 Holy Communion Communion
9.00 BCP 13.00 Blue Christmasl4  Sunday
10.30 garage Toy 14 Sunday 10.30 Holy Communion|21 Sunday
16.00 CEH./IC.E | 10.30 Baptism 17.00 Torch Light Servi(14.00 Family Worship
' fisting'e 21 Sunday 17  Wednesday
16 . Community caro 10.30 All Age . |og Sunda
service & Hotpot Suppe Communion 10.00 HOly Communion y
21 Sunday 18.30 Carol Service 18 Commumty Carol|14.00 Family Worshjip
9.00 BCP |24 Christmas Eve|18-30 Service & Hotpot
10.30 Holy Communior 16.00 Crib Service |21 Sunday
16.00 Carol Service |53 3 pidnight Holy [10.30 Service of the Wo !
24 Chns_tmas Eve Communion |24  Christmas Eve AJLIASI&FEVSI%E INS~>(':I' H
23.30 '(\:/I('Jdr::?ﬂ;:;?y 25  Christmas Day|16.00 Christingle Servic
zlE;COh(?s;_t'mlas Pay Word 10.00 Holy Communion
: oly 28Sunday
Communion 10.30 Holy Communio28 Sunday
28Sunday ' 1b.30 Service of the Wo
09.00 BCP 31  Wednesday
10.30 Morning Praise 10.00 Holy Communion



mailto:sarah.murphy@ldst.org.uk

January 2026 Services

every other Tuesday dsurScn

rom 3.30pm until Spm
t SasahaMumphphy @t dRevdr
539181
(L
z,&rva” : eets every Wednesday |f
N ellsprin@: “s& readll” and School
E=>>
Wellsprin9
St St James St P aul &l Lighthouse
Matt hewo with St January January
January Thomas 4 Sunday 4 Sundlay |
14.00 Family Worship
4 Sunday January 9.00 Holy Communion
10.30 Holy 4 Sunday 10.30 Covenant Service|11  gngay
Communion 10.30 Service of the Methodist Church |, , oo
11 Sunday Word 11 Sunday . Comm)[mion
9.00 BCP |11 sunday 10.30 Holy Communion
10.30 Parade Servid10 30 Baptism or |14  Wednesday 18 Sunday
15 Service of the Word 10.00 Holy Communion 14.00 Family WorsHip
11.45 Prayers 18  Sunday 18  Sunday '
18  Sunday ;
500 BCP 10.30 All Age _ 10.30 Service of the Wor ,¢ Sunday
: Communion |21  Wednesday 14.00 Familv Worshi
10.30 HOFY 25  Sunday 10.00 Holy Communion |~ " " amity WOrship
Communion 10.30 Holy 25  Sunday
12.30 Baptisms Communion |10.30 Service of the Wor
25 Sunday 18.00 Open Table (28  Wednesday ALL SERVICE IN $T
9.00 BCP 10 00 Holy Communion| J AMESG S[CtH
10.30 Morning Prais
with Baptisms

Follow us on Facebook for up-to-date news and infarmation
Wganvesttio [
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Service of the Word with Brunch @ St James’ Centre

This is proving to be popular, and we will have brunch again on
Sunday 7% December and again on Sunday 4% January following our
Service of the Word. We will be serving bacon and or sausage barms
and ask for a small donation towards cost.

Lifelines Café @ St James’ Centre

Lifelines Café will meet at church on Friday 5% December at 1.30pm.
Everyone is welcome, whether living with dementia or not. We will be
having a Christmas Party with a buffet. All free and all welcome.

We will not meet in January but restart on 2 February 2026.

Faith Cafée @ St James’  Centre

Our lovely Faith Café will not be open on Saturday 6" December as St
Matthews is having their Christmas Markets. The last Faith Café of
this year will be Saturday 13™ December when we will be having
“Breakfast with Santa” for the little ones, a Christmas Buffet
lunch for the not so little ones followed by our now very popular
“Pop Up Nativity” —see your Faith Café team as you have never seen
them before!! Faith Café will return on Saturday 10" January.

Have a blessed Christmas from all the Faith Café team.

Bereavement Support @ St James’ Centre

The Bereavement Support Group will meet in St James with St Thomas
Church on Thursday 11% December. This is the last meeting for the
year, and we will be having a “Blue Christmas Service” . This will
give you the space to reflect on what may Christmas mean after a
bereavement. Light refreshments will be serviced afterwards. David
and his team will welcome you back on 8" & 26' January. You are
most welcome to attend our bereavement support group if you have
been recently bereaved or it was some time ago. The group offers
group support and if needed can offer one to one support.
Refreshments are always served, and our leader Mr David Berry will
make you most welcome. He can be contacted on 07404 605015

Volunteers for New Year St Matthew s

Are you looking to volunteer? The Pemberton Community Association are
looking for new volunteers to join their small group of helpers, who
would like to make a difference in the community. We are also needing
volunteers to work with our Pemberton Green Spaces group, for those
who enjoy being involved with planting, litter picking etc. Give us a
call on 07305 978989 to find out more or email
pembertonevents@post. com DaveArrowsmith
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Lifelines Choir @ St James’ Centre

We will not meet in December after having practised for The Inn
Crowd, but all Lifelines Choir members will be able to come along to
the Lifelines Christmas Party on 5% December. In the New Year we
will meet Monday 19" January at lpm for a sing a long and a chat
about future meeting times

Christmas Day Lunch @ St James’ with St Thomas

Christmas morning starts with our Service of the Word at 10.30am and
we will be serving our traditional Christmas lunch from 12 noon. As
in the previous two years we will be serving turkey, ham, stuffing,
pigs in blankets and seasonal veg with a selection of sweets and a
glass of wine. Numbers are strictly limited this year so booking is
essential. Please ring Revd Alison on 07806 798030 or email
alison. brown@churchwigan. org to book your place. You will only be
booked on when I have confirmed your place. You can at this point
let me know if you need a vegetarian option.

Open Table @ St James’ Centre

Open Table will not meet on the evening of Sunday 28% December but
are invited to join in St James’ traditional carol service on
Sunday 215t December at 6.30pm. This service is followed by seasonal
refreshments. We will meet again for Holy Communion on Sunday 25t
January 2026.

Brass Band Concert Friday 12th December @St James’

Our Christmas Brass Band Concert will be held on Friday 12 December
with O0ld Hall Brass. Doors open at 7.15pm and tickets are £10 and £5
concessions. There will be a raffle, seasonal refreshments will be
served in the interval for a donation. All money raised will be
split between the work of the parish and St James Bells maintenance
fund. Join us for a truly festive evening.

Faith Cafe.

Children’ s Christmas Party St Matthew s

The Pemberton Community Association are hosting their Children’ s
Christmas party on Sunday 14th December at the Lamberhead Green
Working Men’ s Club. Kevin the Klown will be entertaining the
children as well as lunch, spot prizes and Christmas fancy dress
competition (fancy dress optional). Always a fun packed afternoon.
Tickets only admission, available by contacting 07305 978989.
Tickets can be delivered or collect on door. Dave Arrowsmith
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Liverpool Diocese

I RR Nﬁlﬁsh’:loYWigan West, Wigan Investment Centre, Waterside Drive,
WIGAN, Lancashire WN3 5BA

www.parishgiving.org.uk/donors/find-your-parish/parish-of-wigan-west-wigan/

Tel: 0333 002 1260
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o Tom@Q Pantry will be open: ﬁi
‘. Monday 22" December and Tuesday 23" December 9.30- ‘&
% 11.45am. We will next open on Tuesday 30" December 9.30 2
3+  -11.45am, Wednesday 31st December 9.30to 11amand
3¢ Saturday 3" January 2026 10-12noon. There will be no Faith w
3T Café on this Saturday. Normal opening times commence on 3T
ﬁ Tuesday 6" January. The team of volunteers at TomQ Pantry ﬁ
1 would like to wish you a very blessed Christmas and a 1
& peaceful New Year. Should you require food in an &
Zﬁ} emergency situation over the festive period please email :«ﬁg
b o foodprovision@churchwigan.org b o
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Crib Service @ St James’

Lighthouse & St James with St
Thomas Church would 1like to
invite families to our Crib
Service on Christmas Eve
(Wednesday 24" December) at 4pm
in church

It is a service that tells the
story of Christmas and children
are invited to dress as stars,
angels, shepherds, kings, Mary
and Joseph, sheep and a donkey
(don’ t worry we have costumes).

We will
stable

remember
Christmas.

This will then be followed by a
Christmas party tea. Its all free
and you are welcome on in!!

gather in
bless the
the real

our lovely
crib and
meaning of

to

THE SHED
{NEEDS YOU!

All Men of Wigan
are welcome at The Shed meetings.
We meet the 1st Saturday
of every month
from 9:30am - 1 1am at
St Matthew’s Cricket Club

Christmas Song Lyrics

The following are lyrics from
Christmas songs and Carols. Can
you name them without Google?

1. Man will live for evermore,
because of Christmas Day

2. In the lane,
glistening

snow 1is

3. Many have come from the
valleys, many have come from

the hills

4. The playing of the merry
organ, sweet singing in the
choir

5. Children listen to hear
sleigh bells in the snow

6. It’ s the right time to rock
the night away

7. Oh tidings of comfort and joy

8. Brightly shone the moon that
night

9. We’ re floating in the
moonlit sky

10. Don we now our gay apparel

11. You would even say it glows

12. Dreams of Santa, dreams of
snow

13. A tiny star lights up way up
high

14. There must have been some
magic in that old top hat
they found

15. Fall on your knees, O hear
the Angel voices

16. In the air there’ s a feeling
of Christmas

17. He’ s making a list, he’ s
checking it twice

18. In heaven the bells are
ringing

19. With a tail as big as a kite

20. We won’ t go until we get

some
16



At Christmas we celebrate the birth of Jesus,
God’s Son and our Saviour
coming into the world as a baby, 23>
and we look forward to the time
when Jesus will come again,
not as a baby but as the
King of kings and Lord of lords!

read
John 14:3 <X
A baby needs clothes
to keep warm like
a snuggly sleep suit <CK A baby needs somewhere
or a vest and nappy. &L to be born like at home
or in a hospital.

What were you dressed in?
Jesus was wrapped in

Where were you born?

Jesus was born
in a stablein

A baby needs

A baby needs aname.
fggee;/vhl?lzg : What name were
sleep you called?

acrib or a cot. ;
Jesus was given

What did you .
sleepin? a special name
thathad a
special meaning.
read

Jesus sleptin a
& /
read Luke 2:7 / '

2 23> Matthew 1:21-23
HAPPY CHRISTMAS!

NADOLIG LLAWEN <X NOLLAIG CHRIDHEIL X> NOLLAG SHONA
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| ONR & &
1 Provisional meeting place of
God and the Jews (Exodus 25:9)
(10)
7 DavidQthird son, killed when
his head got caught in a tree
during
a battle with his father (2 Samuel
18:14,15) (7)
8 They ruled much of the west
coast of South America in the
15th

and early 16th centuries (5)
10 Small deer of European and
Asian extraction (4)
11 Seized control of (Numbers
21:25) (8)
13 Terror (Luke 24:5) (6)
15 First World War heroine shot by the
Germans in Brussels, Nurse

EdithX®d 0O c 0
17 Stormy (8)
18 A bitter variety of this, together with
lamb and unleavened bread,

was the Passover menu for anyone
unclean (Numbers 9:11) (4)
21 Arson (anag.) (5)
22 How John Newton described GodQ
grace in his well-known hymn

(7)
23 Habitation (lsaiah 27:10) (10)

520y
M  anX ske that the Lord is good
(Psalm 34:8) (5)
2 The wicked man flees though no one
pursues, but the righteous

are as X as a lion (Proverbs 28:1) (4)
3 One of the exiles, a descendant of

Parosh, who married a foreign

woman (Ezra 10:25) (6)
4 He escaped from Nob when Saul killed
the rest of his family and

joined David (1 Samuel 22:19,20) (8)
5 City and lake in Central Switzerland (7)
6 Offer your bodies as living X ®holg
and pleasing to God

(Romans 12:1) (10)
9 Pouches carried by horses (Genesis
49:14) (10)
12 One who accepts government by God
(8)
14 Aromatic substance commonly used
in Jewish ritual (Exodus 30:1)

(7)
16 He asked Jesus, What is truth?(QJohn
18:38) (6)
19 Are (Romans 13:1) (5)
20 You are to give him the name Jesus,
because he will X his people

from their sins (Matthew 1:21) (4)

18



Did the 01d Testament expect Jesus to comeword SearCh

Yes indeed! Here are just some examples of OT prophesies:

He would be born of a virgin. ‘The virginwill conceive and give
birth to a Son and will call Him Immanuel.’ (Isaiah 7:14)

He would be born in Bethlehem. ‘But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, out

of you will come for me one who will be ruler over Israel---° (Micah
5:2)
His lineage would be of the line of David. ‘I will raise up for

David a righteous Branch, a King who will reign wisely and do what
is just and right in the land.’ (Jeremiah 23:5-6)

He would bring healing. ‘Then will the eyes of the blind be opened
and the ears of the deaf unstopped. Then will the lame leap like a
deer, and the mute tongue shout for joy.  (Isaiah 35:5-6)

He would be crucified. They pierce my hands and my feet. All my
bones are on display; people stare and gloat over me. They divide my
clothes among them and cast lots for my garment. (Psalm 22)

He would rise from the dead. ‘You will not abandon me to the realm
of the dead, nor will you let your faithful one see decay:--’ (Psalm
16: 8-11)

T
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We collect used stamps all the

year around - We have a
collection box 1in each church
building.

Leave a border of lem ( half an
inch) when trimming around the
stamps and if possible be kind
enough to sort them into British
& Foreign stamps. Stamps will
then be forwarded to a charity.
Thank you.

Please pass all stamps on to
Marjorie Latham
41 Howden Drive
Wigan

WN3 5JT 01942 234880

PASTORAL CARE

If anyone requires Pastoral Care
the contact number is 07845947573
Barbara Poyntz. (If answer machine
please leave message) If it is an
emergency, please ring any phone
number in the Parish Magazine,
Thank you.

Christmas Lyric Answers

1. Mary’ s Boy Child

2. Winter Wonderland

3. Saviour’ s Day

4. The Holly & the Ivy

5. White Christmas

6. Jingle Bell Rock

7. God rest ye merry gentlemen

8. Good King Wenceslas

9. Walking in the Air

10.  Deck the Halls

11. Rudolph, the red-nosed rein-—
deer

12. Mistletoe & Wine

13.  When a child is born

14. Frosty the Snowman

15. 0 Holy Night

16. Silver Bells

17.  Santa Claus is coming to
town

18. Ding, Dong merrily on high

19. Do you hear what I hear?

20. We wish you a Merry Christ-—

mas

MAGAZINE DEADLINE
Please have any content to the
editors by the 15 of the
month

[ I v
a EIEIII- (s /3 0]
v L.

E|

If you would like a copy of
the magazine in LARGE PRINT
please email Barbara at

hubadmin. west@churchwigan. org

FErE
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Baptisms

George Robert Bentham
St Matthew’ s

Barney Arthur Abbott
St Matthew’ s

Burials and Funerals
St James with St Thomas
3/11/25 Allan Young, aged 74

St Matthew s
Enid Webster, aged 90

St Paul’ s
17/10/25Evelyn Wynn, aged 98

21/10/25Ronald Davenport, aged
94

N.B. I you have occasion to make
out a cheque to the parish,
please make 1t payable to Wigan
West PCC. Cheques made out to
the old parishes will soon no
longer be valid.

Donations
Donation From. Derek. Swift

From the sale of card from Eileen
& Marian — £100

From the Monday Cuppa Club — £100

In lieu of altar flowers and in
memory of Jim Blower with love
from Judy

In lieu of altar flowers and in
memory of Auntie Marj’ s birthday
from Johannah Connolly

In lieu of altar flowers from
Marian Brown

In loving memory of Irene Twigg
from Marian Brown

To celebrate our marriage from
Lorriane and Cameron Laird

Birthday memories of a dearly
loved Mum, Grandma & Great
Grandma, Jean Longhurst 20th
December

Birthday memories of a dearly
loved brother David Longhurst
17th January

Donation from St Matthew’ s Pop
Quiz £157

One off Gifts to Church

We welcome gifts for different
things we need or a one—off Gift
and here are our BACS details let
us know if we can Gift aid it
too.

Wigan West PCC
Lloyds Bank
Sort: 30-90-89
AC: 58811360

If it is for a special gift
please put a reference of What
and let Jeff McCann know our
treasurer for the Parish
jeffmccannl1@hotmail. com 27

Altar Flowers
St. Matthew s

7 Dec - Mrs M Green

14 Dec - Mrs K Leggott

21 Dec - Christmas flowers
28 Dec - Christmas flowers
4 Jan - vacant

11 Jan - vacant

18 Jan - Mrs K Leggott

25 Jan - Mrs J Foster
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Wardens Corner

The end of another year, how can that be! Time
to thank all our volunteers, 1in whatever
capacity for all the hard work they have done
throughout 2025. When things are going well,
running smoothly we tend to forget that
everything only happens because an army of
people are working away making it happen. At
this time of the year I'm particularly thinking of all of the
people across the parish who are providing hospitality at all
the different events, running all the refreshment areas,
keeping buildings clean and welcoming. Especially those people
preparing to provide Christmas Lunch at St James on Christmas
day. You all know who you are THANK YOU

During the last month we' ve had a few setbacks regarding
maintenance in some of our buildings. In St Paul’s a few weeks
ago, a small ‘growth’ appeared where the sidewall of the
church meets the carpet. I'm calling this a ‘God send’ because
it alerted us to dry rot, which had developed in the floor.
If it had stayed hidden it could have become a much more
extensive problem which has now been contained and is being
treated.

As T'm writing now, the Lifelines Choir and friends are
preparing to perform The INN CROWD, a Christmas musical at St
James. This is a great opportunity for joining with people from
all across the parish to have fun and hopefully by the time you
read this we will have produced an enjoyable performance on
30t November!

On 9" November, The Well, (a monthly Church Wigan worship
event) took place in St Paul’s Church. It was very special
because the Bishop of Wigan, Bishop Ruth came to speak. It was
a wonderful time of worship and the Bishop gave a wonderfully
uplifting and challenging message, encouraging us to be BOLD in
sharing Jesus’ s LOVE in our every day encounters.

We shall have great opportunities to do that in all the
Christmas activities that will be happening over the next few
weeks.

On behalf of Martin and myself, I wish every reader of this
magazine,

A HAPPY CHRISTMAS and a Peaceful and Blessed NEW YEAR.



