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Dear friends,

After our hot summer autumn seems to have arrived intent on reminding us

how wet and miserable it can be! It Ds
hibernating until spring arrives but be of good cheer! The colder months are

busy with festivals, feasts, and other events in the church calendar. The first of
which is harvest festival.

Our modern lives are often far removed from the realities of how our food is
grown and produced, but it is good to stop and thank God for His continued
provision for us.

In the Bible we see growing and fruit used a lot to help us understand what
following Jesus means for us. For example, In Matthew 13 Jesus tells the
parable of the sower about how we hear and respond to him. In John 15
Jesus describes himself as the true vine, saying that we need to be grafted
into him in order to be fruitful. In Matthew 13 Jesus talks about separating the
wheat and the weeds out at harvest time.

This harvest time remember that God expects you to grow and be fruitful. A
health apple tree will produce apples, in the same way if our faith is healthy

we can expect spiritual fruit. Galati
Spirité, meaning the Holy Spirit who

The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness,
faithfulness, gentleness, and selcontrol. Against such things there is no law.
Galatians 5:22-23

As we grow in our faith those seven things naturally grow in us naturally. We
donbt have to strive for the fruit of
more closely.

If you feel that you could be more loving, more joyful, more peaceful, more
patient, kinder, more good, more faithful, gentler, or like you could do with a
bit more self-control then try and strengthen your faith first and trust God to
strengthen the fruit of His Spirit in you.

There are many different ways we can strengthen our faith. | encourage you to

add one more thing to your daily routineDhowever mature our faith is there is

always room for growth. Perhaps you could set aside five minutes at the start

of the day to pray, or perhaps commit to reading the Bible more (and there

are plenty of helps available for the

or plan or daily dev oWadrddonBotay, ar@urBaEly s u C

Bread. Some people find prayer walking helpfubgoing for a walk around

where you live and praying for the places you see.
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Prayer for Harvest
Dear Lord,

As we give thanks for the harvest and pray for the farmers who have struggled
through the summer bs drought and hea
for those who work to share the good news of Your kingdom, to bring in Your
harvest of people who are searching for You.

May we, who know You, join those workers and share the good news that
Jesus brings. So many people are lost and without hope or direction. Help us to
reach out to them, maybe with an invitation, or simply a smile, or an act of
kindness. May they see Your love reflected in us and turn to You.

May they put their trust in Jesu
great questions.

Lord, may we be workers in the harvest field where You have
placed us, for Your glory.

I n Jesus®b
By Daphne Kitching



ST JAMES LADIES' FRIENDSHIP GROUP

The summer has come and gone sc
quickly. We had some truly
scorching days; it was lovely to see
full pews for a baptism and the
doors opened wide. Now we are
looking forward to the autumn with
the shorter, cooler days and the
rich colours of nature. K

The ladies have continued to meet i
albeit socially. July, we had a lovel
buffet that was made by a friend of
Beryl. We had a little raffle and™Ngs
enjoyed a couple of hours together,Es
remembering friends past. '

In August, no speaker again but
another social evening. Joyce
brought photos from the many files
that Sheila had so carefully kept, sa
we all had another trip "down
memory lane" which we all enjoyed
as usual. It seems to be a feature o
growing older. We also celebrated
Dorothy Bond's birthday, which
relied heavily on the number 8! She
had brought a cake for us to share,
which was delicious.

September, we are having a visit from our JO BAINES from church, who is
going to tell us about what she did before she came to St James. Hope we have
a good turnout.

October 17, | was hoping for a visit from RON ELLISO&the master tale teller-

however he doesn't feel that he's able to manage to come along. The ladies
from St Matthew's are going to bring a selection of their lovely cards (usual
mantra ¢ BRING YOUR PURSE and | have invited Ron and Sue along to the

meeting if itbs possibl e, so at | eas

pressure. Could everyone also bring a tinned or packet item of food to this
meeting too, for Tombs Pantry, as we

With blessings, Margaret.



Highfield Cricket Club 1 A Year of Progress and Community

As another cricket season draws towards a close, | am delighted to reflect on
what has been a very positive year for Highfield Cricket Club.

When | became Chairman, | said that everything we do should ultimately help
us achieve one clear ambition € to reach the Premier Division of the Liverpool
Cricket Competition and establish ourselves there. That ambition remains at
the heart of our plans, and this season has shown that we are moving in the
right direction.

Our 1st XI currently sit fourth in Division One with two matches remaining, but
have enjoyed an outstanding cup season, winning both theRay Tyler Cup and
the Wigan District T20 Cup . Our young and developing 2nd XI also reached a
cup final, eventually losing to a very experienced Liverpool side who currently
sit top of their division. Reaching the final was nevertheless a tremendous
achievement and demonstrates the strength developing within our senior
structure.

Our Sunday 3rd Xl have provided another reason to celebrate, winning their
league and securing promotion. Congratulations to captain Andy Rigby and all
the players involved.

Our junior section continues to flourish, with teams from Under 9 through to
Under 18, alongside our rapidly developing girls’ section. We have also seen
young players represent Wigan & District, the Liverpool Competition
Development sides and Lancashire Development squads.

However, Highfield& contribution goes well beyond what happens on the
cricket field. We see ourselves as an important part of the fabric of our local
community. Our integral relationships with St Matthew & C of E Church,
Highfield St Matthew & C of E Primary School and Highfield Community Hall
CIC are central to that role. By working together, we can create
opportunities for local people of all ages to meet, participate, volunteer and
feel part of something bigger.

Our annual Bonfire Night is perhaps the clearest example of this
community role. Planning is already underway for this year & event, which
attracts more than 4,000 people and has become one of the biggest
community occasions in the area. It is something we are incredibly proud to
organise, bringing families and the wider community together in a safe and
welcoming environment.

For me, that is what Highfield is ultimately about ¢ successful cricket,
developing young people and serving the community around us.

| am incredibly proud of everyone who contributes to Highfield€ our players,
volunteers, parents, sponsors and supporters. Together, we are building a club
that can be successful on the field while making a genuine difference off it.

5 Michael Gregory



St Matthews Rainbows

It has been great to welcome the Rainbows back after the
summer break. Welcoming back some familiar faces and
some new girls too. We have enjoyed our time back
together, we have had great fun making edible structures
from a range of different foods. We have also been enjoying
some crafts and decorated some name badges for ourselves and enjoyed
activities to familiarise ourselves with our promise after the lengthy summer
break.

We are looking forward to what we will be getting up to over the next term.
The Rainbow Leaders

St Matthews Guides

We returned to Guide meetings after the summer break and
welcomed back all the girls and also some new members of the
unit. Our first night back was a getting to know you night with
games so hopefully the girls (22 of them) will remember eact
ot her bs names.

During the summer break some of the Guides together with some Brownies
enjoyed a day at the Rock and River Outdoor Pursuits venue in Mawdesley.
Thankfully the weather was good so getting wet was not a problem.

We have a full programme planned up to Christmas, but we are always look-
ing for new ideas and people to help with them so if you feel able to help in any
way, please contact one of the leader.

The Guiders, Amy, Georgia and Sheila




St. Matthew 8 14" Wigan Town Brownies

At our last meeting in the hall we said goodbye to two amazing
Brownies, Hetty and Katie. They chose the activity for the pac
before we made smores and fruit kebabs, as you can see

from the picture the girls split into two teams to dress .
Katie and Hetty in outfits made from recycled newspaper.

Before the summer break we spent the Saturday at Roc 7
and River, Mawdesley. We had a great day with othe
members of our Division including some of our Guide ¢

ed themselves on the climbing wall and then the low ropes
circuit. For some of them this began as a real challenge
but every one of them overcame their fears and complet- |
ed the course numerous times, gaining confidence wi
every run.

After lunch the staff took the girls out onto the water, the
were given the opportunity to go in a larger canoe in3
teams, then smaller kayaks in twos or alone and finally
swim.

Again some of the girls had never been in a kayak and it
was great to see them having such a good time, ever:
when they had to work out how not to go around in C|rcles
or fall in!

The Brownie Guiders

Take time to think; it is the source of power.

Take time to read; it is the foundation of wisdom.
Take time to play; it is the secret of staying young.
Take time to be quiet; it is the opportunity to seek God.
Take time to be aware; it is the opportunity to help others.
Take time to love and be loved,; it is God's greatest gift.
Take time to laugh; it is the music of the soul.

Take time to be friendly; it is the road to happiness
Take time to dream; it is what the future is made of.

Take time to pray; it is the greatest power on earth.
7



Bert & Barbara Stockley

I n Jul vy, St Mat t
surprise visit to Bert and Barbara
Stockley at Langtree Care Homez &8
where they now live together, tofss
celebrate Bertbs

The choir performed a selection of:
spirituals and favourite songs from the
shows, includingOliver!, Oklahoma!, Mamma Mia! and even Les Misérables

We felt we simply couldnbt | et Bert
it, especially in recognition of his remarkable 70plus years of dedicated
service as a chorister and, later, as a Lay Reader.

Bert and Barbara were delighted by
the surprise, and everyone had
wonderful time. The care home staff, §
also enjoyed the visit, welcoming theI
opportunity to bring something a little
di fferent into th
hel p make Bertbs
one to remember.

The choir have now been invited back to the care home in December to
perform Christmas carols. Paul Nolan
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https://www.parishgiving.org.uk/donors/find-your-parish/parish-of-wigan-west-wigan/

&OSE GR(:(\\¢
UL v%‘"‘ I I l

A frlendlg
ones and their grown-ups!

group for little

9:00am - 11:00am
* MONDAYS A
during term time We LL

ONE ADULT .
£9 AND CHILD

additional children
are 50p each

CHILDREN
AGED
BIRTH- 4

o

FREE PLAY | SNACKS | STORY TIME | SINGING



October Services

meet s ot her

\f\/ School

SHINE

L

every
Hal |

from 3.

Tuesday d&u
30pm unt i

meets i no6sSahaolmeesvery
Tuesday during ter me
3.30 , ever Sun al t
Xl AF ~F e g.x{BJ -
g; q1 QQ—I&J Wednesday |f 1
v UCJ J Ie'S ll™ and School
ll/el[spfl"g
St St James St Paul @Lighthouse
Matthew0s ithSt
October October
October Thomas
1 Thursday October |4 Sunday 4 Sunday
10.30 Holy Communio 9.00 BCP Holy Commun/2Pm FamilyWorship
4 Sunday 10.30 Service of the word
10.30 Holy Communio with Baptisms
7 Wednesday 1110 30 aunda); Seni 11 Sunday
18.00 Evening Prayer ’ arvest service 1, Sunday 2pm Holy
éloo Slé:rllda)é)ly 11 Sunday 10.30 Harvest Family Ser Communion
Communion 10.30 \?Veor;/cljcv?/i?r]: the 14 Wednesday
10.30 Harvest Family Baptisms 10.00 Holy Communion |18 Sunday
Parade Service P > Eamil hi
14  Wednesday 18  Sunda 18 Sunday pm  FamilyWorship
18.00 Evening Prayer 10.30 All Ag()a/ Holy 10.30 Service of the Word
18  Sunday . Communion 25 Sunday
9.00 BCP Holy 21 Wednesday . .
Communion 25 Sunda 10.00 Holy Communion |2Pm Family Worship
10.30 Holy Communior y
21  Wednesday . 125 Sunday
18.00 Evening Prayer 10.30 Holy Commumomlo_so Service of the Word
25 Sunday 18.30 Open Table
ALL SERVICES @ |23
9.00 BCP Holy 28 Wednesday _ LONFELLOW CLOSE
Communion 10.00 Holy Communion
10.30 Morning Praise v
Baptisms
( Follow us on Facebook for up-to-date news and information }
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The Bible is a collection of books, written by
many different people who were helped and
inspired by God. The Bible includes books of
history, law, poetry and songs, wisdom,
testimony, letters and prophecy.
The Bible encourages us,
corrects us and teaches us |
about God and how we can

be friends with Him.
@ 1. How many books are there 3.The Word of

; 1

2.Which book ofthe ~ In the New Testament? God is sharper
Bible has the 2 3 than a two edged
shortest title?

Hebrews 4:12

I!!I B B L E S U 6. God’s word is like?

4. He was an 5.The first book

0ld Testament of the Bible. Psalm 119:105
prophet that has

d b(f’tOk Egmed 8.The last > ¢
after him. Book

in the
Bible.

9.The Old

Testament 10
book of poetry

and songs.

11

11.Thelast
book in
the Old

Testament.

10. Who wrote the
third book of the
New Testament?

7.What are the first
four books of the
New Testament
known as?

12.Which book tells thestory  13.The Bibleis also 14. A book of the Bible
of the spread of Christianity? known as the named afterawoman ==\

s WG
Hebrews 4:12




Tom®& Pantry & Faith Café @ St Jameso

We wi || not be ope R Octaper dand 28 Gctolenas somg ¢
of our volunteers are away. We wil/l é
on Saturday 24" October for the same reason. We will be open as normal the
following week.

Bereavement Support @ St James 6Centre

This support group will meet in church on Thursday 8 October and on
Monday 26" October at 1pm. Refreshments are served and everyone is
welcome to come along whether recently bereaved or if it was some time ago.
For further information please speak with David who leads the group on 07404
605015.

Harvest Supper @ St James

At St James Church we will be having our Harvest Supper on Friday "3
October at 7pm. We will serving Hot Pot and Apple Crumble & custard on a
pay as you feel basis. Everyone is welcome to join us.

Life Lines Cafe at St Jamesb

Lifelines café will meet in St James Church on Friday"ﬁ October at 1.30pm.
We will be looking at all things Harvest and will serve a warm meal of soup and
a roll. There is no charge for the café and we welcome everyone especially
those living with dementia and those who care for them.

Harvest Festival @ St Jameso

Our Harvest Festival Service will be on Sunday™ October. It will be a service
of the word but will include a renewal of Wedding Vows as David & Val Howard
from St James will be celebrating 60 years of marriage.

Can | ask if you want to make any harvest donations they can be used in
Tombs Pantry, while we are grateful f
welcome tins of protein like corned beef, hot dog sausages & spam we also
welcome rice and pasta. Thank you.

Harvest Festival @ St Matthew &

As we celebrate our Harvest Festival please think about our brothers and
sisters around the world who, like us, have been affected by the changes in our
climate giving smaller yields. None of which will be of their making. The
Christian Aid bucket is always at tF
donations.

Wigan West Church Diaries

| have had some Wigan West Church Diaries published and will be on sale in
all three churches buildings at a cost of £2. All proceeds will go to the Wigan
West Church account. Barbara Jenks 12




Thank you

I would like to thank all the people who put up with my phone calls whilst | was
making sure that | got the correct information for the diaries. Also to Arthur
Cooper who took the high-resolution photos of the three church buildings and
sent them on a pdf to the publisher! Also to Darron Sherratt who sent my
Word document as an email! Neither of those things could | have done. Thank
you one and all. Barbara Jenks

Autumn/ Christmas Fayer @ St Matthew &

Ther e wi || be an Aut umn/ Chri st mas
Saturday 31st. October. Entrance will go towards a donation for Church funds.
There will be many stalls including face painting and removable tattoos,
massage, order your Christmas Cake, handmade cards, bead ornaments,
small gifts, artificial floral displays and grave pots, Brica-brac, wax flowers,
chocol at e stall, childrenbs t ombol |
embroidery, sewing and knitting. Refreshments will be available. Drinks,
biscuits and cakes in the Church Cafe and Hot food will be available from Sear
and Sizzle. We look forward to seeing you thenBarbara Jenks

St Cecilia Concertd November 22nd @ St Matthew &

This year our annual St . Ceciliabs ¢
a mixture of sacred and secular pieces of music. Some spirituals, some songs

from the shows and some solo items. Also, Highfield School choir will be joining
us. The celebrations begin at 4pm. Please come and join us for this feast of

music.  Sue Gordon

If you would like a copy of the
MAGAZINE DEADLINE

Please have any content to the magazine in LARGE PRINDlease

hubadmin.west@churchwigan.org

ol & 316 A0 0UESIGIERD

Please pray for Ukraine.

Can you help with our Ukraine appeal?

Please donate cash or goods.

Call Vitalii on 07476 7780830 arrange delivery or collection.
13
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Diamond Wedding Celebration

Everyone at St James would like to wish David & Va
Howard a very special happy wedding anniversary.
They have been married for 60 years and will celebrate
with a renewal of their wedding vows at St James
Church on Sunday 4" October 2026 and a buffet lunch
afterwards. They were married in Liverpool at Blesseq
Sacrament Church in Walton Vale on Saturday &
October 1966, and we will be writing to Buckinghal
Palace so they can receive a card from the King ang
Queen. Have a very special Wedding Anniversary fro
all at St James with much love and prayers. x

THE SHED |
NEEDS YOUY | Aerriovers

St. Matthew &

All Men of Wigan !4 Oct & Mrs B Jones
are welcome at The Shed meetings. 1% Oct & Harvest

We meet the 1st Saturday
of every month
from 9:30am - 1lam at
St Matthew’s Cricket Club
PASTORAL CARE
If anyone requires Pastoral Care the contact number is 07845947573 Barbara

Poyntz.(If answer machine please leave message) If it is an emergency, please
ring any phone number in the Parish Magazine, Thank you.

: 18" Oct & Mrs E Gaskell
: 25" Oct & Mrs E Nicholson:
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Donations Baptisms

In memory of our wonderful Mum, Ella Louise Conroy St Pau
Grandma & Gt Grandma Barbara Elliot Zach Conroy St Pau
Kilroy Shannon Austin St Pau

Maddison Rose Fenton St Pau
Darla Jayne Michele King St J a me
Maddison Alis Palmer St Jame
From Monday Cuppa Club- £100 Bonnie King St Matth

Donation to church funds from Russell
& Nic- £20.

For building work from Sunday
morning refreshments - £295

Burials and Funerals

St James with St Thomas

We collect used stamps all the year  gihel Moore
around - We have a collection box in Jimmy Parkinson

each church building. John lan Cameron
Leave a border of 1cm ( half aninch)  Barbara Kilroy

when trimming around the stamps Kieron McManus
and if possible be kind enough to sort  Gayle Baldwin
them into British & Foreign Frank Scoltock

stamps. Stamps will then be

: Ann Marie Ellis
forwarded to a charity. Thank you.

St Matthew B
Please pass all stamps on to —_—

Marjorie Latham Mary Elizabeth Murphy (94)
41 Howden Drive Alexander Bolton (86)
Wigan Philip Alan Evans (69)
WN3 5JT 01942 234880 Diane Louise Lloyd (51)
George James Fairhurst (89)
One off Gifts to Church Nicola Hoyle (44)

We welcome gifts for different things we St Paul®

need or a one-off Gift and here are our

BACS details let us know if we can Gift Kenneth Horby (82)
Lee Boylan (52)

aid it too.
, Leonard Fawcett (97)
Wigan West PCC Gail Baldwin (65)
Lloyds Bank
Sort: 30-90-89
AC: 58811360 N.B. If you have occasion to make

If it is for a special gift please put a ©Out a cheque to the parish, please
reference of What and let Jeff McCann Mmake it payable to Wigan West PCC.
know our treasurer for the Parish. Cheques made out to the old parishes

jeffmccannll@hotmail.com 17 will soon no longer be valid.



mailto:jeffmccann11@hotmail.com

The Pari sh of Wiigsant hvée sGhur ch of Engl and di|n
covering Worsley Me s nes, Pool st ock, Goose Gr
Hi g hfoitehled f or mer pari shes of St Jame s, wianhd
Mat t lse.w

We are made up of di fferent wor ship communi|t

settings used for worshipping God, includi nig
Thomas ( Wie®® e Panitg)y, S& ®&madl its hall, Gnandti
hall

Have a |l ook at our Facebook page for details
chat to traditional services, as wel | as the

Church WiTgam ReReéwd NeiVYSadokO22]1 XOKdzNOKGA J |

The Parish of Wi gan We|dSt Jadwist h St Thomas
Hub Leader
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Wardens Corner

dSoon afterwar d threughlcilies and sillagesy
proclaiming and bringing the good news of the kingdom of
God. And the twelve were with him, and also some women
who had been healed of evil spirits and infirmities:Mary, called
Magdalene, from whom seven demons had gone
out, and Joanna, the wife of Chuza, Her
Susanna, and many others,who provided for them out of their means. 6 Luke
8Vvi3

These women show us what it means to follow Jesus: giving freely and joining
him in his mission. And though we do
did, there are probably a lot of lessons we can learn from them.

So what has this got to do with us now and the ministry and work in Wigan
West

We know that Jesus was homeless and jobless, so he and his disciples needed
support if they were going to carry out his mission. There are more similarities
than you would think.

In the Church of England the bulk of the money to pay the cost of the clergy is
paid by contributions made by each local parish church. In church-speak, this
is what is known as dParish Shareb

Church buildings, the majority of which are listed as of great architectural
merit, are not maintained by dioceses, this responsibility lies solely with the
local church council.

Central government does not assist with the maintenance or repair costs
either.

The cost of maintaining church buildings is dependent upon voluntary
donations at the local level.

So it's not so different from how it was in Jesus' time. We are responsible for
'paying our way'.

The Good News is that recently there has been a review and recalculation of
Parish Share and for Church Wigan it has been reduced and if we meet our
new target we will be eligible to benefit from a new funding scheme which has
been set up by the Church Commissioners to support parishes in their mission.

When | started working and was able to think about my responsibility to give
financially to God's work, the type of giving | have described above was very
low on my priority list. | wanted to give to the 'real work'. The idea of giving
extra to a building fund or for 'the Quota' as it was called then did not please
me at all. I've finally come to understand that if | feel called to Parish Ministry
in whatever form that takes, it is important to be willing to support 'the Parish
Share' as well as other specific projects that | may want to help.

We need our clergy and our church buildings, we have fought hard to keep
them open, and we need to keep them open, not as museums but as living
homes for our worship and fellowship.

Best wishes Ann




