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Trust Prayer

Heavenly Father, 
Let peace, friendship and love grow in our schools.
Send the Holy Spirit to give excellence to our learning,
Love to our actions and joy to our worship.
Guide us to help others, so that we may all,
Learn, Love and Achieve,
Together with Jesus.
Amen.




Children travelling to and from school Policy & Guidance
School values central to life in our community
At St Pauls CE Primary our core values of Love and Courage are at the centre of all that we do and all that we are. We feel that the values of friendship, truthfulness, hope, peace, Koinonia , trust, compassion, justice,  and forgiveness are fundamental to the growth of all.
“Let all that you do be done in Love” , 1 Corinthians 16;14
“Be of good courage” Psalm 27:14
Rationale:
Guidance informs that, if a school is aware that parents are allowing an older sibling to look after a younger child, it would be good practice to provide information to parents/carers to assist in safe decision making about any such arrangements.
There is no legal set age that children can walk to and from school independently or left on their own. However, it is an offence to leave a child alone if it places them at risk and therefore schools have a continual obligation to alert authorities if they believe this is the case. This theoretically could include the journey to and from school.
Further guidance produced by the NSPCC states that children under the age of 8 cannot judge speed and distance of moving vehicles. The NSPCC website information is very clear, and also contains a section for parents on “Keeping your child safe”. For further information please visit the NSPCC website at www.ncpcc.org.uk 
The Department of Education indicates that it is for each school to decide on their own pupil collection policy. The school is not responsible for the safety of children before the school day starts or once the school day is over and the child has left the school premises.
Implementation:
St Pauls CE Primary School has developed a school policy regarding this and wishes to provide clarity for parents/carers that require their child/ren to walk to school and/or from school to home alone. This also concerns those to be collected by a sibling or other responsible party. The policy reflects the values of the school and importantly addresses the safeguarding of our children.
Allowing your child to walk home alone
The school will not permit any child under Year 6 to walk home alone, in all circumstances a responsible person, usually a parent or carer, or someone authorised by the parent/carer and known to the school should collect the child at the end of the school day.
Year 6: With prior consent being given through our ‘Walking unaccompanied consent form” (Appendix 1) by parents/carers, will the child be permitted to walk home alone. 
Assessing whether your child is ready to walk home alone
It is a natural question as parents to ask ourselves, “When do I give my child some independence?” “At what age should I let my child walk home alone?”
The answer unfortunately is not a straightforward one, A child does not become confident, assertive, and responsible at a predetermined age. In reality, the development of a child to gain confidence and become responsible is a gradual process over time, where each child gains experiences that supports this. As a parent this reflection of your child’s capabilities lies with your knowledge of your child and the journey to and from school.
Drop off and collection of children by older siblings
If it is not deemed safe for a child to walk home alone unaccompanied, it is the parents/carers responsibility to ensure the child is dropped off and collected by a responsible person.
There is no set age set in law when a young person is allowed to remain in charge of another child, however it is an offence to leave a child alone if it places them at risk. This can include in the care of an older sibling if the level of supervision is “likely to cause unnecessary suffering or injury to health” (Children and Young Persons Act 1933). Therefore parent/carers must understand and be prepared to take responsibility for anything that should go wrong on their absence. They are also responsible for the care and safety of the eldest child, even while that child is acting in a caring role for younger siblings.
If parents give permission for older siblings to collect or drop off younger children, this should be recorded by completing a form.(Appendix 1)
If the school has any concern that the older sibling are not competent to take siblings to and from school or there are concerns about any child’s safety or welfare due to these arrangements; this must be raised with parent (ideally in advance of collection- this may not always be possible) and if alternative arrangements are not made, a safeguarding referral made to Children’s services where necessary.
The school has set out in this policy the minimum age at which an older sibling can collect or drop off a younger sibling as 14 years of age. The school has a right to refuse any person under this age permission to collect a pupil from the school’s premises.
The suitability of a sibling caring for a younger child needs to be considered on and case by case basis, underpinned by a judgement of the potential risks of this arrangement, the maturity of the child collecting and being collected, the length and nature of the journey home, also the behaviour and relationship of children collecting.
If the office receives information from parent/carer via  verbal message or email that someone else is collecting their child i.e. another adult different than the usual contact or their child is going home with a friend’s parents.  This information will be recorded on a going home slip which will be passed to the class teacher (Appendix 2)
If a parent nominates another person to be responsible for their child, this must be communicated to school and a form completed (Appendix 3) to ensure the safety of the children when on site.

Extra Curricular activities
The same procedures outlined in this policy can be expanded for the drop off and collection with regards to Breakfast club, Afterschool club or extended school activities
Where the activities are provided by school. Safeguarding concerns will be reported to the DSL/Head Teacher and therefore, if the school or club leader has any concern that the older sibling are not competent to take siblings to and from school or there are concerns about any child’s safety or welfare due to these arrangements; this must be raised with parent (ideally in advance of collection- this may not always be possible) and if alternative arrangements are not made, a safeguarding referral made to Children’s services where necessary.
External organisations
If an activity is provided by an external organisation, it is the responsibility of that organisation to identify and respond to safeguarding concerns, including those arising from drop off and collection issues. The school should ensure that as part of any service level agreement or provision within school that the organisation has confirmed that;
· Level 1 safeguarding children training has taken place and been completed by staff
· A child protection policy is in place.
Right to refuse a parent or carer to collect a child
There are sometimes factors that may affect a parent or carers ability to care for and look after a child and ensure and provide a safe environment for them.
The use of drugs /alcohol or the presence of mental health difficulties does not necessarily mean that the parents/carers are uncaring, incompetent or unable to offer safe care to their children. However, if the extent of the parents/carers own needs mean they cannot keep the child safe from harm, then a safeguarding referral to Children’s services will be required and school safeguarding procedures must be adhered to. Drugs in this context may refer to all drugs including medicines, volatile substances, alcohol, tobacco, and illegal drugs.
If an adult with parental responsibility presents to school that there is a suggestion that they are unable to offer safe care, steps according to the child protection and safeguarding policy must take place.
In case of such a concern, the child/ren should be retained by school whilst awaiting advise of other agencies i.e. Children’s services and/or Police. Schools DO NOT have a legal authority to retain a child against the parent/carers will, so may require a call to the Police if the child is considered to be in immediate risk of danger.



Equal opportunities
Provision is made for all children in our care regardless of ability, disability, additional needs, medical conditions, gender, faith or ethnicity. Reasonable adjustments will be made in a range of ways; all children deserve the right to be treated equally.

Exceptional circumstances 
If parents are unable to drop off or collect their child due to exceptional circumstances, the school will work collaboratively with parents to explore possible solutions and provide support were reasonably practicable, for example by assisting with collection or drop-off arrangements. However, any such support will be offered solely at the school’s discretion, and the school is under no obligation to provide transport, collection, or drop-off services. Parents remain responsible for ensuring that their child attends and is collected from school.

Impact: G.R.A.C.E 
What we want all to achieve.
· For our children to be guided in preparing for life by recognising independence as appropriate
· For parents /carers to be assisted with clear information regarding the school’s policy on children walking to and from school
· For staff, parents and governors to have a clear structure to safeguard all children.

















Appendix 1
Dear Parents and Carers
The welfare and security of your children is paramount, in line with our “Children walking to and from school Policy” and our “Attendance policy”.  If you are not accompanying your child from school, please can you fill in the form below to inform school of collection arrangements, to ensure consent is acquired and recorded.
Many thanks for your understanding.
Kind Regards
Karen Mowbray
Head Teacher
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
Parental consent                                                   Academic Year :
With effect from: (Date)
I give permission for:                                                   Year group:
To walk home unaccompanied on the following days: ( Please tick)
	Days
	Walking home

	Monday
	

	Tuesday
	

	Wednesday 
	

	Thursday
	

	Friday
	



For an older sibling to drop off in the morning (must remain with them) / or if collecting them.  (Siblings must be 14 years or over)
	Days
	Drop off
	Collection

	Monday
	
	

	Tuesday
	
	

	Wednesday 
	
	

	Thursday
	
	

	Friday
	
	



Name of person dropping off:
Name of person collecting:
Signed: ……………………………………………………………………..   Date: …………………
Please return to school office when completed.
Appendix 2:

St Paul’s CE Primary School- Going Home Slip

	Child’s name
	

	Class
	

	Day & Date:
	

	Being collected by:
	

	Message received from
	






















Appendix 3:
Authorisation of other adult - responsibility for children on school grounds.

Date: …………………………………………..

Child’s Name: ………………………………………….………………..…….   Year Group: …………..    

I confirm that I will not be in the playground with my child before school in a morning, however, I have appointed another adult to be responsible for my child before school starts at 8:50am.  If that parent is not on the school playground when my child arrives at school, my child will go immediately into breakfast club and be admitted to ensure safety of my child. I understand this will incur a cost.

Signed by Parent:

Signed: …………………………………………………….     Name: ……………………………………..



I accept responsibility to supervise designated child whilst on school grounds as agreed with parent.

Signed by Appointed Person:


Signed: …………………………………………………….    Name: ……………………………………..
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