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Infants' Department.


In spite of the handicap of old, and inconvenient premises this is a happy and efficient little Department. On roll there are 96 children, of whom 20 have not yet attained the age of five years. There are three classes, The Head Mistress, who was appointed in 1933, has charge of one of them. She and the two assistant Mistresses are married. A woman clerk gives part-time assistance with routine administrative work.


The staffs are alive to the needs of the pupils, whom they treat individually as far as circumstances permit. Much of the apparatus and many of the toys have been made, improvised or obtained from friends. Picture books and appropriate storybooks have been bought. Cheerful illustrations and friezes help to brighten the walls of the classrooms. Each row also has a table on which pupils display “nature" specimens.


Throughout the day the children are suitably and busily employed, singly or in groups. As far as possible each child is allowed to develop at his or her own pace, not only, in reading and in familiarity with number, but also in manual dexterity through various forms of handwork, painting and writing. In spite of the encouragement and help given to them by the teachers, many of the children have difficulty in expressing themselves with any fluency and speech is often very indistinct.


Good use is made of the small indoor free space available for musical and rhythmic training. There, are better opportunities for Physical Education and out-door recreation now that one of the playground has been re-surfaced. The other playground has only been half finished and the unpaved portion left in a dangerous condition. The completion of this work is urgently needed.


Social training is wisely regarded as of first importance. About half the children remain at school for the mid-day meal; the general arrangements appear to be as satisfactory as conditions allow.

